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50TH CONGRESS,

1st Session.

l

SENATE.

REPORT
{ No. 546.

}

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

MARCH 13, 1888.-0rdered to be printe

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Pensions, submitted the following

R .E PORT:
[To accompany bill S. 1529.]
I

The Committee on Pensions, to whom was referred Senate bill 1529,
have examined the same, and report, recommending its passage with the
following amendments :
. .
.
In the 2d section insert after the word servrne, m the 4th hne, the following words :
l'his act shall include claimants wounded or disabled in any Indian war prior or
subsequent to the passage of this act.

Insert the following as section 3 of the bill :
All pensions granted under this act shall, in case of applications .filed· prior tojta
passa,ge, begin from the passage hereof. In all other cases the pension shall begin
from the filing of the application under this act.

The ·appended report of the Committee on Invalid Pensions of the
House of Representatives in the Forty-ninth Congress is a clear and
truthful statement of the reasons for the passage of this bill.
The bill under consideration proposes to repeal the limitation prescribed against
persons not enlisted in the Army of the United States, but who, while serving for the
time being as members of the militia of any State, under orders of an officer of the
United States, were disabled in consequence of wounds or injuries received in any
engagement with rebels or Indians.
This class of persons was first provided for in section 9 of the act of .July 4, 1864,
which also made provisions for the widows or dependents of such persons as may have
been killed in such t emporary service, prov:ided, however, a claim under said section
was prosecuted to a successful issue prior to July 4, 1867. No further provisions for
militiamen were made until March 3, 1873, when, under the act of that date, the
limitation in this class of claims was further extended to July 4, 1874.
Several States of the Union organized their militia forces during the late war to
aid the regular forces of the United States in the suppression of the rebellion. Among
the States most forward in the organization of their militia forces were Kentucky,
West Virginia, Kansas, and Missouri-in particular, the·latter.
Under an agreement entered into between the President of the United States and
~he/governor of the State of Missouri, the latter, under date of July 22, 1862, called
mto s~rvice all arms-bearing citizens of th~tt State. About eighty regiments were '
o~g~mzed, and although not constantly in the service, were more or less in the field
a1dmg and assisting the forces of the United States in driving from the State the
numerous raiding partiEJs of the confederates, as well as in the protection of Government property, and in particular in the carrying of the mails, which in those days
were transported principally by staO'e,
A la~ge ~~ou;11t of ?overnment st~res at Springfield, Mo., for the use of the armies
operatmg m Missouri, Arkansas, ancl Indian Territory, were saved from capture by
the Confederate forces under General Marmaduke by the militia of the State, in J anuary, 1863. Shortly thereafter a raid into the State by General Shelby proved unsuc- .
cessful by reas?n of the timely concentration of the militia forces. The services or
the enrolled Mussouri militia, during the invasion of the State by General Sterling
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Price are historical. The gallantry of these troops, as well as of the militia of Kansas,
at the battle of the Little Blue, Missouri, in Octobe-r, 1864, materially aided in the
complete rout of the Confederate forces.
Not only were the movements of the Missouri militia controlled by the respective
department commanders, who, it rnay be stated, were the respective commanders-incbief of t];ie,se .foi:ces, under the agreement beretofor.e referred to, but, with the exception of a month in 1862, were furnished by the General Government with transportation, subsistence, and clothing.
The militia of other States, in particular during the first year of the war, did noble
work for the cause of the Union, in fact were in many localities the only protection
of the homes and property of those who sympathized with the Union or had joined
the regu1ar volunteer forces of the North, and on many occasions were called upon
to meet in battle array the much better organized forces of the Confederacy.
A serious outbreak of the then powerful tribe of Sioux Indians in Minnesota, in
the summer of 1,862, threatened destruction of life and property in a section of the
country then unprotected by a military force equal to the emergency. The timely
organization of the militia of the State, however, soon restored peace and safety to
the community affected by this outbreak, not, however, without serious loss of life
and other casualties among the ranks of the militit1,.
A number of State militiamen wounded in battle, as. well as widows, etc., of others
who lost their lives while in this temporary service, are now upon the pension-rolls,
because they were apprised of their rights and were able to substantiate the sa~e
, within the per.iod prescribed by law, while :r;uauy othe;rs,.who w:ere injured under like
cin;mmstances, 9r who lost upon the field of battle a husband or father, ignorant of
their rights, or unable to satisfy the Pension Office of the merits of their respective
claims, are bec&iuse .o f the limitation heretofore referred to, shut out from the_help
which the Government so liberally bestows upon others of its defenders. ·
Every session of Congress this committee is called upon to take cognizince of a
number of cases of this now barred class of claimants.
The merit of this' class of ca·ses is, as a rule, not questioned, and Congress has always granted the relief asked for. ·
.
.
Your committee fail to see the propri~ty in COJ?,tinuing. in force the statute which
necessitates special action in each individua1 case arising out of this service.
'
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